
 
How best to use Zoom for your audition 

 

Even if you are familiar with using Zoom please read the following carefully. 

Paula and Laura will be on hand throughout and if you find yourself locked out or 
just not able to navigate, there is no need to panic, we can be reached on the 
following numbers. 

 
Paula – 07921 804428  
Laura – 07708 588947 
 
 
1. What should I use to access Zoom? 

It is recommended that you use the Zoom app for your audition as using 
Zoom on a browser can be intermittent. This is very simple to download on 
your iPhone, iPad, Android tablet or phone or for your desktop. If you can, use 
an Ethernet cable to allow for a more stable internet connection during your 
audition. 

 
2. How to set up your playing space. 

Every instrument will be different and some will be easier that others to ensure 
the optimum positioning in a session.  
 
Here are some tips for a good playing space setup: 
 

 If you have access to two music stands, use one for your music and one for your 
device. If you only have one stand, make sure your device is propped up at an 
appropriate height to ensure people can see you. 

 
 Give yourself at least 1m space between your instrument and your 

microphone/device. Maybe try recording your sound prior to you audition to 
hear if there is any distortion and adjust your set up accordingly. 

 
 Your playing space should be distraction free. This is to help both you and the 

panel focus on the audition and not the décor or dog that is running around. You 
may want to inform family members that you are online so as not to disturb your 
audition. 

 
 Please ensure you are not positioned with a window behind you or a light over 

your head, this will cause glare on screen. Having natural light in front of you 
usually gives the best picture. 
 

 Brass and wind instruments with front facing bells – try not to aim straight at your 
device as this can distort your sound. Aim the bell slightly to one side. 



 
3. Turn up on time and ready to go 

We recommend that you log into Zoom at least 15 minutes before the start of 
your audition. You will be placed into a ‘warm up breakout room’ before being 
moved into your audition. 

 
4. Dress appropriately 

Please be mindful and only turn up in clothing that you would normally wear 
to a rehearsal. 

 
5. No recordings 

Players are not permitted to record - UYO will be recording centrally. 
 

6. Naming yourself on Zoom 
To make it easier to identify you quicker, please ensure you are named in the 
following way on Zoom 

 
First name and surname initial – instrument 

 
For example: Jamie H – Violin 1 

  Eoin O’G – Trumpet 
 
7. What if your internet connection drops out? 

Don’t panic, log back in and we will place you straight back into your audition 
room. To help with connection, ask family members to log off other devices 
for the duration of your audition to allow all the bandwidth to be with you. It 
is your responsibility to ensure that you can access a good internet connection 
for the duration of your audition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audio Settings 

To get the best from your microphone settings, here are some useful tips 

o If you are using a desktop, click beside your microphone button to 
bring up the audio options 

o See the options below to help make a slight difference to the audio 
quality 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have 
a different 
microphone 
can select it 
here 

Unticking 
this box can 
allow for a 
greater 
scope of 
dynamics 

Click Advanced to see 
the additional options 
in the picture below 

Your instrument may 
occasionally be identified as 
‘background noise’ by Zoom. 
Having these settings to 
‘Disable’ can help stop your 
instrument from cutting out 


